Improvers’ Lesson 9: Minimum, Invitational & GF Bids NZBridge

Board 1 4 QJ32 Board 5 4 KJ762
North Deals ¥ 875 North Deals ¥ KQ
None Vul ¢+ KQJ Lead: 4 Q N-S Vul ¢ K7 Lead: v J
& 3862 & AJ84
4 95 N & AB84 West's rebid of 2 ¢ shows |4 109 N 4 853 A new suit at the 3-level is
vy AK962 w eIM QJ1io a minimum opening hand | v 9642 w EIN A3 forcing to game. As South
¢ A8514 S ¢ 1092 with five hearts and at ¢ 9632 S ¢+ QJlos has shown 10+ in this
& K7 % 10943 least four diamonds. & 1097 #6532 auction, 3 # shows 15+ and
4 K1076 * AQ4 confirms partner has five
v 43 East selects 2 v, which is vJ10875 spades and four clubs. With
¢ 763 their preferred fit at the ¢ A54 fewer points, North would
& AQJ5 lowest level. & KQ just have to bid 2 .
West North East South West North East South (South's 2 ¥ bid promises a
Pass Pass Pass Declarer must lead a club 1le Pass 2v 5-card suit).
1lv Pass INT Pass towards the # K for any Pass 3% Pass ANT South is interested in a
2¢ Pass 2v All pass chance to lose only one Pass 5¢ Pass 64 spade slam so checks they
club. All pass are not missing 2 aces.
Board 2 & A86 Board 6 « 109
EastDeals v K1075 EastDeals ¥ AK1l0754
N-S Vul ¢+ QJ10 Lead: v 4 E-W Vul ¢+ 843 Lead: ¢ A
«#AQ8 65
& 7432 N 4 95 North's 1 NT rebid shows & KJ65 N 4 Q42 North rebids 2 ¥ showing
vQ6 w clM A984 15-17. vJ92 w clM 863 6-9 and at least 6 hearts.
¢ AK3 S ¢ 852 ¢+ Q97 S ¢ AKJ5 Opener also has a minimum
& 10743 & J965 South has a balanced hand, | # K7 4 & J109 hand with shape. (With a
& KQJ10 no 5-card suit and enough o A873 balanced hand, South
vJ32 points for game, so bids to vQ would have bid 1 NT).
¢+ 90764 3NT. ¢ 1062
& K2 &#AQ832 Opener should pass 2 v
West North East South West North East South even if they have none!
Pass Pass Pass 1 If you have a misfit, it is
Pass 1lv Pass 1le Pass 1lv Pass le best to bail out as soon as
Pass INT Pass 3NT Pass 2v All pass possible.
All pass
Board 3 & J7 Board 7 & AJ7 All pass after 2NT
South Deals ¥ J982 South Deals ¥ 109843
E-W Vul ¢ 1097 Lead: & 7 Both Vul ¢+ 6 Lead ¢ K
*#AQ106 & AKJ6
& K10 N & A432 2v by Westisareverse |4 82 N 4 10954 North opens with the
v AKQ7 w EIN 543 bid. Hearts is a higher vQ2 w eIM AK76 longest suit first, then bids
¢ KQ642 S ¢+ J85 ranked suit than the ¢ KQ1095 S ¢ 732 the second suit. South, with
92 & KJ8 opening suit, diamonds. Q1083 * 914 11 points, no support for
4 Q9865 2 v shows 16+ and forces 4« KQ63 either of partner's suits
v 106 partner to bid again. vJ5 and a good hold in the
¢ A3 ¢ AJ84 unbid suit of diamonds, so
#7543 East now knows that 752 invites with 2 NT (11-12
West North East South  there is enough to go to West North East South HCP).
Pass game. 3 NT is the best Pass
1le Pass le Pass game, with clubs held by | Pass 1lv Pass le Opener passes with a
2y Pass 3NT All pass East. Pass 2% Pass 2NT  minimum hand.
Board 4 4 J1054 Board 8 4 105
WestDeals ¥ K65 WestDeals v AJ6
Both Vul ¢ QJ106 Lead: ¢ Q None Vul ¢ 952 Lead: # K
*62 98765
& A9 N Q87 West's 3 # shows a a KQ74 N 4 AJ92 West rebids 2 ¥ to show
vyAJ732 w EIN Q94 minimum opening hand vyKQ832 w eI 5 a minimum hand. They
¢ 92 S ¢ 843 with 5 hearts and 4-card ¢+ J6 S ¢ KQ10743 cannotbid 2 & as that
& KJO93 *AQ54 support for partner. East | # J3 * A4 would be a reverse
& K632 does not have enough for 4 863 (showing 16+ HCP as
v 108 game but has a 3-card v 10974 Opener)
¢ AK75 support for hearts and an ¢ A8
& 1087 invitational hand. & KQ102 East can reverse to show
West North East South West North East South  enough for game, so bids
lv Pass 2% Pass West has a minimum lv Pass 2+ Pass 24 EW finally settle in
3% Pass 3v All pass hand, so passes 2y Pass 24 Pass 44
34 Pass 4a All pass
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