Improvers’ Lesson 1: Stayman

NZBridge

Board 1 & AJ3 Board 5 & A1032
North Deals v AJ6 North Deals v 1096
None Vul ¢ J1042 North's 2 ¢ bid denies a N-S Vul ¢ KJ9 North shows four spades,
&J95 major. South has enough &*#KQ9 denying four hearts.
s K N 4 Q8765 HCPs for game, so bids 4 K987 N 4 65 South invites with 11-12
v 108732 w eIM 5 3NT. v K73 w eIM Q54 HCP and North accepts
¢ K973 S ¢+ Q86 ¢ 1043 S ¢ AQ652 withagood 13 HCP hand.
& A42 & 10863 Lead: ¢ 5 & J85 & 643
4 10942 4« QJ4 Lead: Small diamond.
vyKQ94 Declarer can make 10 vAJ82
¢ A5 tricks, after forcing out the ¢ 87 Declarer wins the lead and
&#KQ7 & Q and the # A. & A1072 plays 4 rounds of clubs
West North East South West North East South ending in dummy. Now
INT Pass 2% INT Pass 2% declarer takes the spade
Pass 2¢ Pass 3NT Pass 24 Pass 2NT finesse by leading ¢ Q.
All pass Pass 3NT All pass
Board 2 4 J1098 Board 6 & AJ2 South has a poor hand
EastDeals v AJ7 EastDeals v A76 and could make a weak
N-S Vul ¢J865 West bids 2 # Stayman N-S Vul ¢ 652 takeout bid of 2 & .
*62 and East shows 4 hearts. & KJ106 However, with four hearts
4642 N * KQ West invites game but 4 109 4 K83 as well, South should try
vy KQ104 w EIN 8653 East declines with vyKQ2 w eIM 1043 for either a 4-4 heart fit or a
¢ 94 S ¢ AQ73 a minimum hand. ¢J10743 S ¢ AKS8 spade fit.
& AQ54 & J107 & A73 #0852
& A753 Lead: # 3 4 Q7654 North has no 4-card major
v92 vJ985 so bids 2 ¢ . South now bids
¢ K102 Declarer should finesse ¢+ Q9 2 # to play (showing a
& K983 the # K to make the & Q4 weak hand with 5 spades
West North East South contract. West North East South and 4 hearts)
INT Pass Pass Pass
2& Pass 2y Pass Pass INT Pass 2% Lead: ¢ J (top ofa
3y All pass Pass 2¢ Pass 24 sequence)
All pass
Board 3 4 QJ72 Board 7 463
SouthDeals v J1074 SouthDeals v J984
E-W Vul ¢ AJ7 North bids 2 # Stayman Both Vul ¢ J87 West overcalls a strong
& A8 and South shows 4 spades. & 10986 1 NT (16-18 HCP). East
& A8 N 4 543 « KQ94 N 4 J1087 uses Stayman to try and
vy Q96 w eI K852 North has the values for vyAQ2 w clM 63 find a major. West's 2 &
¢+ 643 S ¢ 1092 game with a fit in spades, ¢ A96 S ¢ 42 bid shows four spades
&#QJ1096 & K43 S0 goes to 4. &J73 & AKQ54 and denies four hearts.
& K1096 & A52 East bids 4 +.
vA3 Lead: # Q (top of v K1075
¢+ KQ85 sequence) ¢+ KQ1053 Lead: ¢ 7 (partner's sulit)
752 * 2
West North East South Declarer draws trumps West North East South  Note that 3NT cannot
1NT and should make 10 tricks 1¢ make on the lead of a
Pass 2% Pass 24 by ruffing the third club in INT Pass 2% Pass small diamond from
Pass 4 All pass dummy. 24 Pass 44 All pass North.
Board 4 & K9 Board 8 4 K76
WestDeals ¥ 832 West shows four hearts (but | West Deals ¥ 854 West uses Stayman
Both Vul ¢+ KQ853 can still have four spades). | None Vul ¢ K83 (3 #) over partner's
& 732 East's 2 NT guarantees # Q1096 2 NT (20-22) opening.
e Q532 N 4 AJ106 four spades,denies four 4 Q1085 N & AJ94
vy AJ65 w eI Q9 hearts and has 11-12 HCP, |v A32 w clM KQJ7 East shows four hearts
¢+J109 S ¢ 64 So invites to game. ¢+ 109 S ¢+ Q52 and West's 3NT
*AQ #KJ1096 #J853 * AK promises four spades, so
4874 West now knows they have 432 East can now bid 4 & with
vy K107 4 a spade fit, so with v 1096 the known fit.
¢ A72 maximum points, bids ¢ AJ764 Lead: # 7 (unbid suit)
#8514 game. & 742 The importance of
West North East South West North East South  Stayman is again
INT Pass 2& Pass Lead: ¢ K Pass Pass 2NT Pass shown here. 3NT
2y Pass 2NT Pass 3% Pass 3y Pass cannot make on a
44 All pass Declarer must finesse for 3NT Pass 44 All pass small diamond lead

the & K in the North hand.

from South.
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