INTER-PROVINCIAL TEAMS TRIALS

[bookmark: _Hlk69740769]Entry form
Otago Southland Regional Committee 
May 8 & 9 2021
For each pair a full system card (in electronic format) and a copy of any brown sticker conventions must accompany this entry form

Player 1
Name & bridge number_________________________________________________________
Email address_________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________ 
Player 2
Name & bridge number_________________________________________________________
Email address_________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________ 
Player 3
Name & bridge number_________________________________________________________
Email address_________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________
Player 4
Name & bridge number_________________________________________________________
Email address_________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________





Please circle the category in which you want to trial:
OPEN		SENIOR		WOMEN	INTERMEDIATE
NOTE: Teams entered in a category maybe considered for selection by the regional committee for all other categories for which the team members are eligible.
SYSTEMS restrictions apply to the Intermediate Division 
Names and signatures of all team members:
[bookmark: _Hlk67494123]Name					signature
Name					signature
Name					signature
Name					signature


All entrants must sign this entry form to confirm they have read the entry and rules documents
All players must abide by the rules as attached, are expected to participate in the team preparation for IPC and must exercise the highest standards of sportsmanship
Club secretary/treasurer
Confirmation of eligibility
Players are financial club members

Entries close April 30 at 5pm
PLEASE ENTER ONLINE
Email SIGNED Declaration and completed system card to:
otagosouthland.bridge@gmail.com
Entry fees to be paid online to:
02 0912 0102165 00 (please show name of depositor)


Supplementary Rules for
Otago-Southland Interprovincial Teams Trials
A 	Team responsibility:
1. To submit signed entry form and fully completed system cards in accordance with the conditions contained in this notice of trials
2. To be familiar with the conditions contained in this notice, in these supplementary rules and in the instructions
3. To ensure that two copies of systems card are always available to opponents during play
4. To co-ordinate with the Chef de mission and regional committee in the organisation of travel and accommodation in the event they become part of the representative team
5. To supply supplementary information on systems as and if required by the regional committee and to distribute that information as directed by the committee
6. To agree to participate in and support all training organised by the regional committee and/or the Chef de mission should they become part of the representative team
After team selection, Named Pairs are required to play together in at least three tournaments, of which at least one must be with their fellow pair in a teams’ competition. For Open/ Senior/Women Teams these tournaments are required to be 5A or greater. Players who fail to meet these criteria may forfeit the right to trial in the following years.
B 	Systems:
1. TRIALS
a. A team may not adopt a more complicated system than was originally made by them
b. A team may elect to change to a simpler system (the sole decision on whether a system is simpler is at the discretion of the Tournament Director) in which case a fully completed system card is to be made available together with supplementary sheets, if required 
c. Each team will have two fully completed systems card available at the table for the opponents available during play
d. Any decision made by the tournament director during play, on matters that relate to the system shall be final.

2. INTERPROVINCIALS
a. A team may modify its system prior to formal submission to the tournament director but must supply new system cards to the Chef de Mission seven days before the tournament cut-off date and said changes must be approved by the Chef de Mission. 
b. At the tournament a team may NOT make changes to their systems without the prior approval of the tournament director.

3. INTERMEDIATE TEAMS
a. NZ Bridge restrictions on allowable systems applicable to Intermediate tournaments will apply.
b. Trialists are expected to have checked their system against these restrictions prior to the trials commencing.

C 	Teams Selection: 
Teams will be selected from those who have played in the trials: 
1. Final selection will be made by the regional committee and three independent advisors
2. After team selection any non-compliance (without good cause) with the instructions of the chef de Mission and/or the regional committee regarding playing schedules, tournaments played, team practice or meetings may lead to a player or players being stood down from the team or a replacement team nominated for the IPs.
3. The regional committee reserves the right to grant a person or team automatic selection if there is just cause (see substitutions)
4. a team of all senior players competing in the Open category may also be considered for the Senior category and vice versa
5. an all-female team competing in the open or intermediate categories may also be considered for the Women’s team, likewise a team competing in the Women’s trials maybe considered for other categories.
6. In the event there is only one entry in any category regional committee approval will be required.
D 	Substitutions:
A	 Trials: in the event of illness or any other acceptable reason preventing any player from playing in or from completing the trials then:
1. One player of an entered team may be substituted prior to the commencement of the trials at the sole discretion of and subject to any rules imposed by the regional committee
2. Once the trials have commenced a player may be substituted for reasons acceptable to the tournament director (whose decision shall be final). Such a substitute can only be part of an eligible team in terms of rule C 2)
 If a substitute plays in a winning team in the trials the successful team will be invited to declare which of the two players remains in their team.
B 	Interprovincial Championships: in the event of illness or any other reason acceptable to the regional committee that prevents a person from playing in the team at the interprovincial finals then the following rules apply:

1. the regional committee must be notified by email at the earliest opportunity otagosouthland.bridge@gmail.com  or phone chairperson 0274382213
2. prior to the finals: if one or more persons is unable to play and substitution is required then the affected team will be invited to propose the substitute/s however final approval will remain with the regional committee. If agreement on a new team line-up cannot be reached the regional committee may elect to send a replacement team.
E 	Team electing to withdraw for unacceptable reasons:
Should any team or part thereof elect to withdraw from a representative team for reasons that are unacceptable to the regional committee those individuals may be declared ineligible for one or more future trials.
F 	The role of the Regional committee:
1. To better supervise the trials the regional committee will make decisions required by these rules
2. The regional committee shall have the authority to deal with any matters that arise in connection with the interpretation of these rules and of any situation NOT governed by these rules. The regional committee decisions shall be binding on all players.

G	 Travel to IP Championships:
Travel arrangements to Auckland will be the responsibility of the players. Please liaise with the Chef de Mission and book flights as soon as possible. 
Accommodation will be arranged by the Regional Committee but individuals are permitted to make personal arrangements with contact details to be provided to the Chef de Mission.
Reimbursement to individuals will be dependent upon funding received from NZ Bridge and external grants. It is likely players will be required to make a partial contribution towards these costs. Details will be advised and claims for reimbursement will be coordinated by Ernie Sutton, OSRC Treasurer at lynne.fegan@gmail.com
H RULES:
These rules, the entry form and instructions are the complete and sole rules and are binding on all players participating in the Otago/Southland interprovincial trials (and finals if successful). All players are expected to participate as and when requested, exercising the highest standards of sportsmanship and courtesy. Breaches of these rules and of the Code of Conduct as posted by NZ Bridge will incur a penalty.

Message from NZB
REPRESENTING YOUR REGION
Successful trialists at the Inter-Provincial teams event are selected to represent their Bridge Region in the finals.

The cost of running the Inter-Provincials is around $35,000 to NZB.    The cost to each Region varies depending on where it is held – but it runs into thousands of dollars and is usually the single biggest spend item in any one year for a Region.    

Most Regions heavily subsidise their trials to encourage as many trialists as possible to step forward.   Successful trialists usually have transport and accommodation provided to take part in the finals.  We need those who represent their Region to appreciate the wider picture in terms of this event and the	costs involved and be willing to “give back” to the wider bridge playing community they represent.  They carry the flag for all of the clubs in their Region, and it is the players at those clubs that ultimately foot the bill for IPs.  

At NZB we are raising the profile of the event and trying to engage with the average club player so that they see “value” for the price they have paid.	

We want you to know how this affects you if you are a successful trialist.

How can you “give back” if you are selected to represent your Region?
1. Be proud to wear your team colours.  Show all the players at the clubs in your Region that have paid for you to take part, that representing them means something to you and is of value to you.  Literally, “fly the flag” on their behalf.  Players in team uniform are taken seriously as a sporting entity by the media.
2.Take part in pre-event warm up interviews.  Co- operate in sending photos and allowing stories about what it means to you to represent your Region appear in local press, on the NZB website and the NZB facebook page as needed.  Share with the everyday player what it means to you to represent them.
3. Co - operate with photo calls at the event itself – showing players nationwide what it is like to take part in the IPs is an important part of growing the event and encouraging others to take part in the future.
4. If BBO is being operated 	– going on the Vugraph is a great way to share nationwide your involvement in the event.  It is not compulsory and if you feel it will impede your game advise your CdM.  The hope is that most players will be prepared to take part on the Vugraph if asked.
5. Co - operate with interviews post event if you are in a winning team.    Photos and articles to local press are needed to highlight our sport and raise its profile with the general public.    Success at the IPs is an ideal opportunity to gain some press coverage.  We invite media including newspapers and television companies to come to the finals to raise the profile of bridge in the non-playing community. We have no control over what they write, photos they take or who they film.  

Being part of your Region’s IP team 	is a step up to a higher level of representation involving national and regional funding and brings added responsibilities	
It means being part of a much larger team. We need to all work together to raise awareness of our sport and give value to our clubs and players who support us.  

Thank you for trialling and Good Luck from New Zealand Bridge.

